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Cave Tourism:
a New Attraction

W

ith its 346 registered and
almost 500 estimated
caves, Macedonia has
a growing potential
for
new
types
of
adventure tourism - cave visits and cave
exploration, speleo-alpinism, etc. The
most entrepreneurial travel agencies
and speleological societies are already
testing the spirit of enthusiasts by
organizing speleological courses and pilot
tours around the country’s most popular
caves. The courses offered by the Peoni
Speleological Society include speleoalpinism, rock climbing with a rope and
basic alpinism. Caving tours have so far
focused on the caves in the vicinity of
Skopje (Jasika and Ubava), Mavrovo
national park (Alilica) and Makedonski
Brod caves (Gorna Slatinska, Pesna and
Puralo).
The majority of the caves are located
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in the central and western parts of
Macedonia, where the geological structure
is mainly lime. There is an estimate that
the lime and caves area covers up to ten
percent of the territory of Macedonia.
Macedonian caves offer a variety of
experiences - from the underwater Vrelo,
which is believed to be amongst the
deepest in Europe to the Pesna cave that
was recently praised in the global media.
Many of the caves have a variety of water
features ranging from underground rivers
and small lakes, to waterfalls and fountain
like reservoirs. Some are rich in geological
forms like stalactites, stalagmites, pillars,
drapery, and corals. Gothic lovers might
be attracted by the variety of scary cave
fauna: crabs, spiders, bats and dangerous
insects. The Indiana Jones fans can chase
fossil remains dating back to Pleistocene
and the fauna like cave bears or saber
tooth tigers.
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In spite of their great number, only
four caves are protected by the state as
rare natural formations: Gorna Slatinska,
Mlecnik, Ubavica and Pesna. Others are
deemed to be hard to access and explore.
The deepest cave in the Balkans was
located just under the Solunska Glava
peak in southwestern Macedonia at the
depth of 450 meters. It maintains the

same vertical pattern in the first 200
meters, after which it expands into a
large chamber with ceilings as high as 50
meters, again, the highest cave chamber
in the Balkans. It features extraordinary
ornaments of green ice and stalagmites
of up to two meters high. Bela Voda
located in the vicinity of Demir Kapija is
the longest horizontal speleological object
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in Macedonia. It is 955meters long with
a stunningly beautiful lake at the end of
the cave.
Pesna cave is one of the most gorgeous.
It is located only six kilometers away from
Makedonski Brod. Its special appeal is
in the combination of incredible natural
attractiveness, medieval remains and
historical legends associated with it. Pesna
has the biggest cave entrance in the
Balkans. Its mouth is thirty meters high.
Nature itself has wonderfully decorated
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the rocks, which are over two meters high,
with brilliant reliefs. And due to the big
entrance, sunlight reaches the far end of
the cave making its ceiling and walls shine
with amazing colors, from light green to
deep purple.
There are strong springs flowing into
the cave. Some believe that its water
comes from the melting of the snow and
spring rains, but others are of the opinion
that it is an arm of the local river Krapa
that forms several lakes and waterfalls. It
is widely believed that Pesna is part of the
biggest cave system in Macedonia that is
over 10 kilometers long.
Remains of a medieval fortress called
“Devini Kuli” (Deva’s Towers) lie near the
cave. Legend connects the ruins with the
epic figure of King Marko who is alleged
to have built two fortresses for his two
sisters, Deva and Pesna, who were given
this land. While the remains of Deva’s
castle can still be seen, her sister’s castle
was built inside the cave. As in those
days women were not allowed to go out
unaccompanied, according to the legend,
the sisters communicated every morning
using the echo produced in the interior of
the cave.
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