Skopje

Gradski Park, Skopje –
A True City Park
By Eva Hevesi

A

park for the people, but not
just a public park in Skopje.
It is THE Park. One of the
fountains, a well-known
meeting place, simply called
fontana and a much bigger landmark, the
stadium, can also be found here.
On sunny days, it seems that everybody
comes here for recreation under the trees,
some of which must be very old. The park
was established in 1926 - as if they knew
that one day it was going to be very much
needed. It has seen a lot of development
throughout the years. Now, in the 21st
century, it has its own Facebook page. In
English, it is simply called City Park.
It has been an escape for decades for
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city dwellers, and I am not exaggerating
when I say that generations grew up
here. I personally think that it is the best
outdoor place where one can choose
from a variety of possibilities in order to
have some fun during the week or at the
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weekend in any season.
As it is full of joyous laughter in the
summer, you would find it hard to imagine

the ‘grim side’ of the park on grey winter
days. Loud cawing of the carrion and
hooded crows accompany you as you
walk through it. However, besides the
beautiful magpies that also nest here,
numerous playgrounds make the park
more colourful.
It provides recreational activities for
all ages. It takes only 15 minutes to get
here from any part of the city. Although
its pathways are winding, it is perfect for
cycling or rollerblading. Go to the zoo,
enjoy canoeing on one of the lakes, take
your children for a ride on a train in the
kids’ amusement park or for a run around
in the green hedge maze.
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