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A
s one of the most important 
towns in Macedonia, Tetovo 
competes with Bitola for the 
status of the second only to 
the capital administrative, 

educational, economical and trade centre. 
Nested in the heart of the vast and fertile 
Polog Valley, Tetovo was mentioned 
throughout antiquity by different chroniclers. 
Those close to the rulers always noted when 
the valley was conquered or lost. Tit Livius, 
the celebrated Latin historian, described its 
value when Romans fought “Macedonian 
Wars”. In the Byzantine age the town was 
a Episcopal seat, and Anna Komnene, the 
writer-princess, recorded the Norman 
intrusion as well as the Serb conquest in 
the late eleventh century. Already then the 
density of the population in the valley was 
noted. 

The town grew and flourished during 
the Ottoman times when many stores 
and workshops were founded and new 
quarters were formed. People arrived 
from all over the valley attracted by the 
important secular and spiritual leaders 

who inhabited the town. They constructed 
several of Tetovo landmarks such as the 
Arabati Baba Tekke, the Tower of Fatime, 
the Painted Mosque, the Stone Bridge, 
and the Hamam.

Their style also influenced residential 
architecture exemplified by the houses of 
beys (lords), kadis (judges), and imams 
(priests). Several of such residences have 
been preserved and turned into museums 
and memorial houses such as Halim Bey 
Deralla’s, Isa Bey’s, Goce Stojcevski’s, 
etc. The most valued among them is the 
Mehmed Bey mansion. There is no record 
of the construction of the mansion, but 
since the early 1800s it has been owned 
by the Pallosi family. It is situated in the 
very centre of the city. The house was built 
in the oriental style. Minaret-like chimneys 
and decorations of the upper floor 
windows follow the Ottoman architectural 
pattern. The overall simplicity of this large 
and spacious square house is elevated to 
perfection; it emanates magnificence and 
harmony. The timber elements between 
the floors, in the windows, under the 
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roof and on the big terrace (cardak) give 
warmth and nobility to the elegance of 
the white façade. Tetovo builders have 
excelled in using the abundant natural 
elements of the surrounding Sar Mountain 
and have displayed the mastery of the 
craft on the par with the famous Debar 
masonry school.

The ground floor kitchen where the food 
for a rather big family was prepared has a 
big chimney. Various food supplies were 
stored in two big basement rooms. The 
living area was divided into four rooms, 
each with its own fireplace, which let them 
have different functions. Yet, the room 
which was meant to accommodate guests 
and cousins was different from the rest.

As in other similar houses from the period, 
the decorative elements were wooden and 
often carved, which included beds, tables 
with carved legs, chairs and columns. The 
Mehmed Bey house interior also has many 
decorations on the doors, windows and 

chimneys. One of its most decorated parts 
is the ceiling. It is the central part of the 
ceiling in its most decorated room which 
makes Mehmed Bey Mansion one of the 
most significant cultural heritage spots in 
Macedonia. A unique rosette in the so-called 
stucco style is carved in such a way that a 
fine circle of grape leaves spreads around it. 
The internal part of the rosette is filled with 
flowers and circles covered with leaf crowns. 
A wooden octagon frames the rosette.

The rich decoration of the house reflects 
not only the wealth of the family but also 
their elaborate taste and refinement.

The style and the beauty of the rosette 
is so unique, that back in the 1990s the 
government decided to use it for the 
reverse side of one of the most used 
Macedonian banknotes, the 100 denars.
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