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M
acedonia is a country 
with a varied landscape 
including valleys, ravines, 
and plateaux, but it is the 
high mountains, some of 

them reaching 2800 m above sea level, 
that dominate the landscape. They are 
rich in forests and running waters. Wild 
animals like muflons, chamois, wild boars, 
different kinds of deer (fallow, roe and 
ordinary deer) and wild goats find ideal 
habitats there. Lowlands and rolling 
hills are populated by smaller species 
like wild geese, rabbit, wild goat, bear, 
and pheasant. This constitutes a great 
potential for the development of hunting 
tourism. The growth of investments in this 
field has lead to an increase in services 
and improvement of the overall care 
for wild animals. This made Macedonia 
double its number of hunters from 20 000 
in 2005 to 40 000 in 2014, many of them 
being international tourists.

Macedonia has a rich hunting tradition. 
In Antiquity and 
the Middle Ages 
it was a territory 
with many noble 
families, royalty 
and high state 
officials, whose 
most popular sport 
was hunting. Even 
in the socialist 
times hunting was 
organized as a 
prestigious hobby 
for high-ranking 
party and state 
officials. Thanks 

to this tradition there are more than 260 
hunting grounds, and almost all of them, 
250, have been given under concession or 
rented. The stakeholders in this field range 
from the public enterprise “Macedonian 
Woods” to the local hunters’ associations 
and different private concessioners. They 
are obliged by law, as well as by the 
strict contracts to organize hunting and 
to develop hunting tourism, reaching also 
the large international communities of 
hunters. 

The rearing of high grade trophy cattle 
depends on the richness and diversity 
of plants. This motivates the hunting 
grounds to protect biodiversity while 
providing hunting facilities and access to 
them. Hunting grounds are connected 
with access roads and have well equipped 
hunting lodges offering boarding, all-
terrain vehicles, guides, dogs, weapons, 
ammunition etc. For those who are not 
driven by a hunting lust, there are different 
services more oriented towards the sport 

Time for the Wild Beauty: 
Hunting and Game Watching



29w w w . d m w c . o r g . m k  •   D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 5

Travel Destinations

aspects of hunting like orientation, and 
wild life watching from hunting ambushes 
or shooting with a camera.

The hunting grounds are approximately 
10 000 hectares each, and are situated in 
different parts of Macedonia from Kicevo, 
Sara Mountain, in the west to Osogovo 
Mountain near Kocani in the east. The 
grounds are located on different slopes 
and can have different configuration 
and sometimes significant difference in 
elevation, from 500 to 2000 meters. Lately 
many hunting areas have been fenced to 
offer quicker but also safer hunting. In 
response to the tourists’ demand, hunting 
areas have started to grow not only 
indigenous Macedonian species, but also 
imported, such as the Berber sheep, or the 
Cretan ibex. To present the richness and 
diversity of Macedonian hunting grounds 
we will showcase two different areas.

Lesnica (pronounced lesnitsa) public 
hunting area is located only 55 km from 
Skopje on the eastern and north-eastern 
slopes of the Sara Mountain on the surface 
of 11 930 ha and has a side elevation of 
978 m to 2.748 m. It is distinguished by 
steep inclines of the terrain, difficult to 
pass slopes, a rich network of rivers and 
streams and several glacier lakes. The 
structure and composition of wood and 
other vegetation and the abundance of 

running water are good conditions for 
survival and development of many kinds 
of game: fallow deer, wild boar, bear, lynx, 
etc. There are special hunting area routes 
laid out through difficult to access terrains. 
Wild goat, which is a special attraction and 
challenge for hunters, can be found at the 
upper forest border and on the mountain 
pastures with rocky surfaces. Photography 
enthusiasts have here a rare opportunity 
to take excellent photographs of this 
splendid animal and breathtaking scenery.

Cestovo (pronounced chestovo) 
hunting area is located on the surface of 
7 000 ha of plains and rolling hills in the 
vicinity of Valandovo Valley about 150 km 
from Skopje. The side elevation of the 
hunting area is from 58 to 322 m. The 
macro climate in this hunting area has 
Mediterranean and continental features, 
which enables a wide range of vegetation 
including trees, bushes, grass, and grain 
crops such as wheat, barley and rye, 
which provide plentiful natural and healthy 
food for the game. The abundance of food 
and pure running water of the River Anska 
provide ideal conditions for the growth of 
wild rabbit, partridge, field partridge and 
hunting pheasant. A three-section two 
hectare enclosure for pheasant chicks has 
been built within this hunting area in order 
to increase its appeal.
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