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W
hen driving down 
the E-75 highway in 
the central part of 
Macedonia, just near 
the town of Negotino, 

one can see a vast flat area stretching 
to the horizon. One can notice it is not 
populated, not built up and has scarce 
vegetation. There are no roads leading to 
it and no signs pointing to it. Well, this is 
because the area of Krivolak is home to 
a military base of the Macedonian army 

and the largest military training area in 
the Balkans. The base has been used 
for NATO exercises, and as a weapons 
testing ground in Yugoslavia. It occupies 
a very large area of mostly barren 
landscape including hills, valleys, and a 
desert that test the skills and endurance 
of soldiers who train there. The military 
drills that take place there often are a 
combination of heavy artillery firing, aerial 
bombardment and infantry attack. Various 
temporary objects including building and 
vehicles are used to simulate real warfare. 
The military training ground within the 

base is sometimes used for training 
of United Nations Military Observers 
(UNMOs). Krivolak is also the location of 
the annual training exercise sponsored by 
the Consortium for Humanitarian Service 
and Education (CHSE). The Consortium 
is a collaborative effort of academic, 
government, and non-governmental 
organizations in the United States and 
Macedonia. The training includes university 
students from Macedonia and the United 
States who are involved in organizing and 

conducting a humanitarian response to a 
simulated major earthquake.

The area has a history of military action. 
In 1915, during the War World One, it was 
the stage for the famous Battle of Krivolak. 
Then the forces of Bulgaria, defeated 
the French led Army of the Orient, as 
part of the larger clash between Serbian 
and Bulgarian forces along the front. As 
Bulgarians were wining, the French Army 
landed in Thessaloniki and advanced to the 
north to support the retiring Serbian units 
in Kosovo. Intending to protect the rail line 
linking Thessaloniki and Nis, French forces 
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moved into southern Serbia on 19 October, 
when they discovered that Bulgarian forces 
had already cut the railway line to the 
north of Krivolak. As a result of continuous 
requests for reinforcements from the 
Serbian Government, further French 
forces were sent into the area, until by 20 
October there were two French Infantry 
Divisions spread from Krivolak to near the 
Bulgarian border (a front line of nearly 50 
kilometers). On November 
2, General Sarrail ordered 
his northern most force to 
advance further north to 
the Crna River and seize 
crossing points. By this 
point in time, the Bulgarian 
2nd Army had driven 
past Krivolak, and was 
threatening to cut off the 
Serbian forces from their 
only escape route (through 
Albania). As the French 
forces tried to advance, 
on 3 November Bulgarian 
forces attacked on the 
southern end of the French 
front threatening to cut off the entire 
French force. Responding to the threat 
to his flank, between November 3 and 
November 12, General Sarrail switched his 
attack eastwards into the southern flank

of the Bulgarian forces, whilst guarding 
the railway line around the junction of 
Crna and Vardar. But they were not able 
to stop the Bulgarian offensive, and by 
the end of November Serbian and French 
forces retreated. 

Of course, the history of the area reveals 
that the place was not always used for 
military purposes. On the contrary, it used 
to be a large winter sheep breading area. 
As the climate is rather mild here, the big 
herds of sheep which grazed all over the 
eastern and southwestern mountains of 
Macedonia in the summer, were during 
the winter kept and fed in the vast area 
of Krivolak. Milk, cheese and other dairy 
products, as well as wool from this region 
were traded across the Balkans. 

And since the 1990s the Macedonian 
media have entertained a number of 
alternative uses for Krivolak: repopulating 
it with sheep, developing military inspired 
tourism for the vast global population 
wanting to visit the places where their 
great-grandfathers fought and died. To 
these we can add the option of developing 

the eco-friendly economy of solar and 
wind energy production, or laying off-road 
and other extreme sport trails which can 
also attracts enthusiasts from all over the 
world.
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