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Macedonia’s tourism is one 
big untold story. Consider 
just this fact: Macedonia’s 
been recently ranked 
among the top 10 best value 

destinations in the world by the Lonely 
Planet.

Maintaining our entire cultural heritage, 
including lesser known and developed 
regions, and presenting it to visitors is 
our honour and responsibility. Therefore, 

rather than focussing on the main tourist 
destinations, like Ohrid and Skopje, I will 
defy the so-called classic tour programme 
and begin with the show called Pelagonija. 

Pelagonija is the biggest plain of 
Macedonia and one of the richest cultural 
spots of the Balkan Peninsula. Through 
history, it was a place of the highest strategic 
and logistical importance, the seat of tsars 
and kings, and the gate to further east-west 
conquest in the Middle Ages. Since ancient 
times, Pelagonija was the cultural treasury 
of the Macedonians, realizing the highest 
aspirations and setting trends in art and 
culture. Its monasteries, like Treskavec and 
Zrze, were the crowning places of emperors 
and birthplace of various original traditions 
and crafts.
  
TWO CITIES RULE OVER 
PELAGONIJA: PRILEP AND BITOLA

To our readers and future guests I gladly 

Pelagonija and the City of Prilep:
24-Karat Macedonia

Tourist Destination

St. Archangel Michael monastery,  Varoš, Prilep 

With this article we inaugurate a series 
of essays prepared by the tourist 
guides trained under the project 
“Building Capacity for Rural Tourism 
Development“ completed in December 
2011 by the Macedonia Welcome Centre 
in partnership with the Association of 
Tourist Guides of Macedonia and with 
financial support of the Embassy of 
Switzerland in Macedonia. 
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recommend a visit to the City of Prilep. 
It is the city with the highest density of 
cultural monuments in Macedonia and in 
the Balkans. We have its history and culture 
represented by the famous King Marco’s 
Fortress, stretching just above the oldest 
urban settlement of Prilep, called Varoš, 
some five minutes’ drive from the city 
centre. St. Michael  the Archangel Monastery 
nesting in the rocks of Markovi Kuli is 
an architectural and artistic masterpiece 
created by Macedonian craftsmen in the 
Middle Ages. The Old Town (čaršija) with its 
Clock Tower and the remnants of the Čarši 
Mosque bear witness to the mixed Christian-
Muslim heritage. Prilep was the handcrafts 
centre where lots of trade fairs took place. 
Sadly, only at a couple of painter’s and 
woodcarver’s ateliers artists are still actively 
practicing centuries-old skills. 

By visiting the Icon Gallery and the 
Tobacco Museum in the outskirts of the city, 
you could enjoy, respectively, the unique 
permanent exhibition of icons and tobacco 
artefacts and equipment. Why tobacco? 
Well, Prilep has been a tobacco producing 
centre for many centuries. Even today, 
cultivating and producing tobacco is the 
main source of income for many families. 

If you like nature, this is the perfect spot 
to choose. Let the picturesque landscape 

be your inspiration to go exploring. If you 
choose an escape from the usual, continue 
the mountaineers’ way - Treskavec 
Monastery is only seven kilometres away. 

The Pročka (meaning “forgiveness”) 
carnival takes place every year just before 
Lent, this year on February 26. The 
display of various ingenious individual and 
group masks and costumes makes it an 
unforgettable experience. And if you like 
to have a drink, there is a beer festival 
happening in the summer months in 
Prilep. And finally, I heartily recommend 
Prilep grilled meats (skara), offered in 
every restaurant.  

Having satisfied your senses, you can 
easily continue your Pelagonija adventure 
to the unforgettable mountain town of 
Kruševo, or along the plain to the City of 
Bitola. And the best way to discover the 
riches of Macedonia is to avail oneself of 
a good guide book or to enlist the help of 
a local guide.

Tourist Destination

The remarkable tiny 
St. Nicholas Church in 

Varoš, Prilep

The famous Bogorodica 
Pelagonitisa icon, from 

the Zrze monastery 
(now main piece of Mac-
edonian icon exhibitions)

Ancient paleolithic drawings on a rock, 
Marco’s Fortress, Prilep

Treskavec monastery, near Prilep

 One of nature’s wonders and human 
worshipping rock - The Elephant,  Varoš, Prilep
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